Intraoperative spillage of tumor cells in surgery for rectal cancer.
Inadvertent perforation or incision into rectal carcinoma during surgery may lead to massive dissemination of tumor cells in the operative area. It was observed in 8.7 percent of 1360 radical resections for cure. In time, the incidence could be reduced from 11.0 to 5.2 percent. Intraoperative spillage of tumor cells influences the incidence of local recurrence. In the last period (1982 to 1985) in cases of spillage of tumor cells, local recurrence was seen in 39 percent as opposed to 12.9 percent in perforation or incision of the tumor. Intraoperative tumor-cell spillage has a negative effect on survival rates, reducing the relative five-year survival rate after resection for cure from 70 to 44 percent. It should be recorded in the surgical and pathologic reports and considered in the analysis of treatment results and in selection of patients for adjuvant radiotherapy.